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on Medicare fraud and abuse prevention ac-
tivities since 1989, despite historic savings
rates in excess of $10 for every $1 invested
in prevention. Our plan devotes more re-
sources to the fight against fraud and abuse.

We also toughen criminal laws and enforce-
ment tools for intentional fraud and abuse.
The lack of a specific Federal health care
fraud criminal statute, coupled with weak
sanctions, has significantly hampered law en-
forcement’s efforts to combat health care
fraud. That is why it is so necessary to create
this new criminal offense for activities such as
theft, embezzlement, false statements, and
money laundering. We then provide for man-
datory forfeiture of property in such cases. In
addition, civil monetary penalties will be sub-
stantially increased from $2,000 to $10,000 for
each item or service involved. All of these ef-
forts will serve to deter future abuses.

Strengthening prevention, increased funding
for the battle against fraud and abuse, better
coordination and enforcement, new criminal
fraud statutes—all of these are included in this
bill. I urge my colleagues to support our effort
to end this annual $100 billion rip-off of tax-
payers by supporting the bill.
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Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, it was
necessary for me to return to my district on
Thursday, March 28, before the final vote of
the day was taken. I would have voted ‘‘no’’
on the procedural motion to H.R. 3136; ‘‘yes’’
on the final passage of H.R. 3136, ‘‘yes’’ on
ordering the previous question on the modified
closed rule (H. Res. 392) for H.R. 3103; ‘‘no’’
on the amendment in the nature of a sub-
stitute (H. Res. 392) to H.R. 3103; ‘‘no’’ on the
motion to recommit H.R. 3103; ‘‘yes’’ on pas-
sage of H.R. 3103; ‘‘yes’’ on agreeing to the
conference report on H.R. 2854.
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Mr. JOHNSON of South Dakota. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to express my strong support
for the Native American Housing and Self-De-
termination Act introduced by Housing Sub-
committee Chairman LAZIO. I am an original
cosponsor of this bill because I believe there
is a pressing need to assess and reorganize
native American housing programs in this
country. Chairman LAZIO’s bill is a strong step
in the right direction. However, my primary
concern in adding my name to this bill is to in-
sure that the needs of native Americans in my
State and across the country are given serious
attention and consideration, and that Indian
tribes have a leading role in the development
of this lasting legislation.

There are nine federally recognized tribes in
South Dakota, whose members collectively

make up one of the largest native American
populations in any State. At the same time,
South Dakota has 3 of the 10 poorest counties
in the Nation, all of which are within reserva-
tion boundaries. Unemployment on these ex-
tremely rural reservations averages about 50
percent. Yet economic depression on rural In-
dian reservations is not unique to my State. I
believe strongly that housing is an integral and
most basic component to economic develop-
ment for Indian and non-Indian communities
alike.

Federal expenditures for social programs
continue to exceed investments for economic
growth in Indian country. Tribal leaders in my
State and elsewhere have struggled to break
the cycle of dependence upon the Federal
Government. In keeping with this Nation’s spe-
cial trust responsibility to sovereign Indian na-
tions, I believe Federal programs must pro-
mote the self-determination and self-suffi-
ciency of Indian communities. I support the
premise of the Native American Housing As-
sistance and Self-Determination Act because
Congress must prioritize programs which de-
velop infrastructure on reservations and en-
hance economic growth for tribal communities.
Additionally, the extreme health problems that
many Indian communities face can be linked
directly to inadequate housing, problems that
can begin to be addressed through this Indian
self-determination legislation.

I agree with Chairman LAZIO and the Native
American Indian Housing Council that Indian
housing should be divorced from public hous-
ing programs because of the unique needs of
Indian country and the many economic chal-
lenges that must be overcome. I am particu-
larly supportive of the funding initiative out-
lined in this legislation which is based on the
section 108 loan guarantee for Community
Development Block Grant funds. The flexibility
in funding and in the administration of housing
programs that this bill promotes is the key to
tribal self-sufficiency and self-determination in
housing management. Ultimately, this self-de-
termination will result in increased access to
safe, affordable housing for native American
people nationwide.

The unique housing needs of Indian country
warrant a continued Federal commitment to
successful tribal housing programs. I look for-
ward to working with Chairman LAZIO, my col-
leagues, and Indian tribes nationwide to make
the Native American Housing and Self-Deter-
mination Act a reality, with the health and wel-
fare of Indian tribes our foremost priority.
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Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
join my colleagues in recognition and celebra-
tion of the outstanding contributions of women
to the history of this Nation and to society as
a whole. I appreciate the opportunity to partici-
pate in this special order and to add my voice
to the chorus of praise for those women who
have contributed so much.

In primary and secondary schools across
the country, young women and young girls are
being exposed to the accomplishments of no-
table women of history. While they can appre-

ciate the heroism and the ingenuity of these
women, they may not yet fully understand that
many of these accomplishments came at great
individual sacrifice, were not fully appreciated
at the time they occurred, and were often the
result of long struggles to gain the opportunity
to excel at their chosen pursuit.

Women’s History Month also provides an
important lesson to our young men and young
boys in those same classes. They learn to
recognize that their classmates, their sisters,
their mothers, and all women have dreams
similar to their own of careers and contribu-
tions. These boys can then better appreciate
that women are equally valuable and equally
capable of leading society in the next break-
through in whatever field one chooses to pur-
sue.

At the same time, we adults are reminded
that while great progress has been made, par-
ticularly within our lifetimes, sufficient progress
remains illusive. Too often our wives, daugh-
ters, and friends share with us the frustrations
of obstacles to their careers rarely faced by
males. These challenges come in the form of
harassment, doubting of ability, and unfair
choices placed on women concerning family
objectives as opposed to career objectives
that are not similarly placed upon men.

The children in our classrooms today need
to enter a work force that is free of harass-
ment, free of bias, and full of respect, full of
opportunity and full of challenge. As our chil-
dren enter and succeed in the workplace they
need to look back at the contributions of the
women who broke ground in their particular
field. In so doing, they will appreciate not only
the contributions of these women but also the
barriers that have been removed to women as
a result of their persistence.

There are no career fields in which we, as
a Nation, can afford to restrict the contribu-
tions of talented, motivated workers. Our soci-
ety cannot afford the disruptions caused by
the lack of respect shown towards successful
women in the work place.

Similarly, our society can not afford to mini-
mize the contribution of women who choose to
interrupt, delay, or forego their careers in
order to tend to the needs of their families.
Whether single or married, women today bear
a disproportional share of the work involved in
keeping our families strong and on a positive
track. The struggles of mothers today, who
seek to raise their children in a safe and moral
environment, are unlikely to be the subject of
the history lessons but are of historic propor-
tions.

As we consider and honor the notable fig-
ures of the distant and recent past, we should
also go home today and honor the historical
women of the future and encourage their pur-
suits.
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Mr. BORSKI. Mr. Speaker, today I join with

the family and many friends of John W. Taylor
to offer congratulations on his retirement as
the Director of the United Auto Workers and
good luck to a man of courage and vision who
has devoted his life to helping the working
people of America.
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